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The item is being presented to the committee for (select only one):  
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion 
ἦ 

 
 

Assurance V 

Report Author Responsible Director 

Name Julian Westcott Name Malcolm Hines 

Job title Head of Finance Job title Director of Finance 

Directorate Finance & Business Directorate Finance & Business 

Email Julian.westcott@nhs.net Email Malcolm.hines@nhs.net 

 

 

 

1. Purpose of the paper (why does the committee need to discuss / receive assurance?) 

This report provides the Primary Care Commissioning Committee with assurance and information 
with regard to the financial performance of the Primary Care budgets for the 2018/19 financial 
year to date.  

2. Describe the issue being presented to the committee for discussion or assurance 

 
Delegated Primary Care 
 
As at Month 5, Delegated Primary Care is showing a breakeven position for the 2018/19 financial 
year.  
 
For 2018/19, there continues to be a funding gap between the allocation received by the CCG and 



 

 
 
 

3 

Chair: Dr Jonty Heaversedge          Accountable Officer: Andrew Bland        Managing Director: Ross Graves 

The best possible health outcomes for Southwark people 

the expenditure budget required for Primary Care. To mitigate this shortfall, the CCG has not set 
aside a 0.5% contingency within the Delegated Primary Care budgets and has added a further 
£1.3m of non-delegated primary care allocation to ensure that adequate budget is set aside for 
Primary Care.  
 
There are no significant variances to report as at Month 5. The format of the report has been 
updated this month to show the spend by expenditure category rather than by contract type. The 
change is intended to aid understanding of over- and under-spends and to make the financial 
performance more transparent. 
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Other Primary Care Health Services 
 

 
 
Other Primary Care Health Services are mainly operating in line with budget with the exception of 
Prescribing. 
 
Prescribing spend is showing favourable at this point of the year based on 3 months of 
information. It is important to note that at this stage it is difficult to accurately report prescribing 
spend due to the fact that the information is received 2 months in arrears. This is in line with the 
national timescales for information. Based on the Month 3 report from NHS BSA, the prescribing 
spend is lower than expected at this point and is forecast to continue to remain below plan for the 
remainder of the financial year. This is a change compared to the information received covering 
Month 2 activity and this change has been seen at other South East London CCGs in the Month 3 
data. The Month 4 data, when it becomes available, will be closely scrutinised to identify any 
ongoing issues or underlying emerging trends. 
 
Interpreting is slightly underspent at this point in the year, due to lower activity than planned. 
 
The £35k favourable showing on “Other” is due to underspends on computer contracts and minor 
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ailments and residential homes costs. 

 

3. What stakeholder engagement has taken place?  

N/A 

Supporting information / documents 

Please append any relevant documents including detailed reports; options appraisals; 
background documents; national guidance etc.   

Appendix # Name of document 

 

 

Date paper 
completed 

Friday, 14 September 2018 

 


